
         

 
 

Elementary School Programs 

 
Animal Tales           
Allow the Zoo to bring your story time to life! In a charming picture book, we will follow an 

incredible journey of one of our animal friends. Then your students will meet our animal hero or 

heroine in person! 

Move It       
I like to move it, you like to move it, we like to MOVE IT!  Meet exciting animals and practice 

crawling, slithering, and flying as we discover how we can move like our wild friends.  

Zoo Babies          

What does a toad look like as a baby? Was that giraffe always so tall? Do tiger cubs have 

stripes when they are born? Join us as we discuss many different animal babies and how they 

are similar or different from their parents.  

   

Life Cycles          
Come join us as we learn about the unique life cycles of plants, butterflies, frogs, and other 
animals. We will discover the unique ways these animals grow and change throughout their 
lives.  
 
Creature Features        
Can turtles leave their shells? Do birds have teeth? Learn about various vertebrate species and 

how their body systems compare not only to one another but also to YOU! 

Amazing Adaptations        

How do animals survive in their environment? Come join us as we learn about wild animals and 
their unique skills, adaptations, senses and more! 
 
Tree-mendous!                
In this program students will learn to identify parts of a plant, how plants grow, and will 
understand the relationship between plants, humans, and animals. Students will have an 
opportunity to meet our Animal Ambassadors and will learn how they utilize plants and trees. 
 
Eco-Expedition            

Join us while we explore one of several unique ecosystems we have represented in our zoo. 

Learn what adaptations the animals living in those systems need to ensure their survival. 

Choose one of the following expeditions: freshwater and marine, grasslands, deciduous forests 

or rain forests.   

               
 

 

 



Animal Discovery          

Why isn’t a salamander a reptile? Are birds the only animals that lay eggs? Join us and find out 

the answers to these questions while you learn about the characteristics of the vertebrate 

classes: fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals.  

 

Wild Florida                  

Join us and explore the unique diversity we have in our own backyards! In this class we will 
delve into some of the native and invasive species that call Florida home. 
 
What’s for Lunch?            
Everybody eats! Can you create links in a complicated food chain or untangle a perplexing food 

web? In this program you will learn all about the circle of life, some awesome animal dentition, 

and exactly who eats whom.   

 

Middle & High School Programs 

 
Allele Bit of This… 
Allele bit of that.  Explore how an animal’s genes affects their health and appearance. We will 

delve into the relationship between dominance, genotypes and phenotypes using a very special 

Guinea Pig as a case study. 

Endangered Species          
Why do species become extinct?  What can be done to save them?  Discover how animals 
become threatened or endangered and what you can do to help save them. 
 

Zoo Insider           

What do Zoos do? Why do they exist?  Explore the world of exotic animal management 

including aspects from diets, to enrichment, all the way from the front gate to the conservation 

beyond its borders. 

 

Additional Programs 

 

A Touching Experience       
This program was designed with special needs students and senior citizen groups in mind. 

Every audience benefits from the positive interaction and hands-on experiences in this multi-

sensory encounter with a variety of animals.  Emphasis is placed on respect for animals by 

creating a positive, hands-on experience.  

 

Guided Tours 

Book a guided tour with one of our knowledgeable guides and have your group led on a private 

educational experience full of fun facts and animal stores. Tours last 60 minutes and will cover a 

portion of the zoo. Tours occur rain or shine.  

 

 



Custom Programs 

Don’t see what you’re looking for?  We can customize a program to fit the needs of your 

students.  Please contact our School Programs Specialist: blume@jacksonvillezoo.org 

   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Conservation Programs 

Protecting Our Planet programs are designed to give your students a more in depth and hands-
on learning experience to better understand the conservation issues facing wildlife today.  Each 
program includes three visits at your school by a Zoo Educator and one field trip to the Zoo 
spread out over several weeks or months.  Programs are available for students K-12th grade 
and will be customized to the age and needs of your group. 
 

Saving Wildlife Through Mascots 

Are your students the "Fighting Jaguars"?  Do they have "Eagle Pride"?  Your students 

can harness their school spirit into helping save animals through a hands-on 

conservation project.   This program matches your students with local and international 

organizations working to protect and save your school mascot in the wild.  Your Zoo visit 

will include a special keeper talk and/or behind the scenes tour. 

 

Pollinator Protectors 

Join the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens to help save pollinators!  Students will be 

learning about the importance of pollinators and creating their own school yard 

pollination garden with the help of Zoo staff.  Your Zoo visit will include a guided garden 

tour. 
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