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NEW BULL GIRAFFE JOINS JACKSONVILLE ZOO HERD, TWO YEARS TO THE DAY 

AFTER LOSS OF FORMER PATRIARCH 

 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Dec. 21, 2020) — Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens received a new bull giraffe in 

November, and the breeding male named AJ made his first public appearance at the Zoo this 

month. The day marked exactly two years since the Zoo lost their much beloved, and extremely 

prolific patriarch, Duke. 

 

According to Deputy Zoo Director Dan Maloney, “It’s pure coincidence that AJ’s debut fell on the 

same day as Duke’s passing, but it’s a lovely tribute to Duke’s sizable legacy. AJ certainly has some 

big hooves to fill, but all early behavioral indications lead us to believe he’s up to the task.”  

 

Duke was humanely euthanized on December 11, 2018 at 21 years old. The treasured giraffe was 

a favorite among keepers and guests during his 15 years at the Zoo. Duke sired an impressive 18 

offspring in Jacksonville, confirming him as an essential contributor to the Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums (AZA) Giraffe Species Survival Plan (SSP), the cooperative breeding program of 

accredited zoos. Four of his offspring still reside at the Zoo: Figie, JoJo, Duke Jr., and Izzy. The 

others have moved to other zoos around the country. 

 

Measuring in at 16.5 feet tall and 2,900 pounds, AJ is the biggest giraffe that has ever resided at 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens. He is 12 years old and though he recently arrived from the El Paso 

Zoo, he is a native Floridian as he was born at Disney’s Animal Kingdom. This is AJ’s first time 

being housed with females as an adult. In Texas, he lived in a bachelor herd.   

 

“AJ is adjusting well to his new keepers and the other giraffes in the herd. We all still miss Duke, 

yet we are also confident AJ will become another guest favorite with his prominent size and calm 

disposition,” said Assistant Curator of Mammals Corey Neatrour. 

 

Guests can view AJ on exhibit at Giraffe Overlook in Savanna Blooms Garden. Giraffe feedings are 

available daily with Total Experience tickets, which must be purchased online, in advance at 

JacksonvilleZoo.org/Visit. 

https://www.jacksonvillezoo.org/plan-your-visit


  

   
 

 

About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery and 

appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. Starting in 1914 

with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more than 2,000 rare and exotic 

animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest botanical garden in Northeast Florida. 

The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit organization and a portion of every ticket sold 

goes to the over 45 conservation initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the 

world, and here in NE Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos 

and Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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