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JACKSONVILLE ZOO AND GARDENS MOURNS THE LOSS OF ZENTA 

 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Feb. 23, 2021) — A female jaguar, 21-year old Zenta, was tragically killed by 

a male jaguar late Saturday at Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens. The incident occurred in a holding 

complex when Harry, 12-year-old male jaguar, was brought in to be examined after he was 

observed ingesting pieces of an enrichment item. 

 

Keepers tried frantically to separate the animals using several tactics through the mesh to 

separate the animals apart but were unsuccessful. The animal health team was called to 

immobilize Harry, however Zenta had already died when they arrived. 

 

“Zenta’s death is the result of a terrible mistake, and we are reviewing all aspects of this awful 

occurrence,” said Dan Maloney, Deputy Zoo Director for Animal Care, Conservation and 

Wellness. “Both jaguars were contained at all times and our team responded safely and swiftly.” 

 

Zenta came to Jacksonville in 2006 as a rescued animal from a private zoo, and Harry was born 

at Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens in 2009. 

 

“We are devasted by this sudden and sad event.  Zenta will be sorely missed as she was a favorite 

of both staff and guest alike.  Our focus now is to complete the investigation and identify 

corrective measures to mitigate this type of incident in the future,” said Maloney. 

 
About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery and appreciation 

of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. Starting in 1914 with an animal 

collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 

species of plants, boasting the largest botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and 

Gardens is a nonprofit organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation 

initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE Florida. JZG is proud 



  

   
 

to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. For more information, visit 

jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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