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JACKSONVILLE ZOO’S PROFESSOR-IN-RESIDENCE RELEASES BIOGRAPHY OF A 

BELOVED GORILLA  

 
In “Atlanta’s Iconic Ape: The Life of Willie B.” Dr. Terry Maple celebrates a gorilla that sparked a 

revolution in animal care 

 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (August 17, 2021) — Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens (JZG) is pleased to share 

Professor-in-Residence Dr. Terry L. Maple has published his latest book “Atlanta’s Iconic Ape: The 

Life of Willie B.” 

 

In 1984, Zoo Atlanta was failing. Maligned as one of the worst zoos in the U.S. for its deteriorating 

condition, the calls for its closure grew louder. Deep inside the troubled zoo, a solitary male 

gorilla sat alone in a concrete building behind glass windows with only a tire swing and a 

television. Under the leadership of Dr. Maple as the new zoo director, that gorilla would embark 

on a journey from his dire conditions to a lush outdoor habitat and vibrant family group. 

 

“Atlanta’s Iconic Ape: The Life of Willie B.” tells the true story of the gorilla whose journey from 

his concrete jail to an outdoor life of freedom touched the hearts of an entire generation of 

Atlantans. Over the course of the next twelve years, Willie B.’s success would become 

synonymous with Atlanta’s emergence as a cosmopolitan city-on-the-rise, as well as spark a 

revolution in animal care throughout the zoo industry. 

 

Trends in zoo and aquarium exhibit design and animal care have shifted the past two decades 

with a focus on wellness as a cornerstone in caring for animals under human care. At the forefront 

of this concept, Dr. Maple has been a pioneer in the zoo community for more than 40 years. He 

discovered wellness as he sought to optimize animal welfare standards and practices in his dual 

career as an animal welfare scientist and a CEO of Atlanta Zoo and Palm Beach Zoo. 

 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is one of only seven zoos in the U.S. with a dedicated Animal 

Wellness Department. Dr. Maple is an integral part of the Animal Wellness team, as well as the 

founder and inspiration for JZG animal wellness initiatives. He provides guidance and vision for 



  

   
 

animal wellness standards and is the prime force behind the wellness-inspired design at 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ award-winning African Forest and Land of the Tiger habitats. 

 

“Atlanta’s Iconic Ape: The Life of Willie B.” by Dr. Maple has been published through Palmetto 

Publishing and is now available on Amazon. 

 
About Dr. Terry L. Maple 

 

Dr. Terry L. Maple is best known for his visionary leadership in revitalizing Atlanta’s city zoo after the most 

publicized scandal in the history of American zoos. Dr. Maple’s eighteen years of reform leadership 

rebranded Zoo Atlanta as a non-profit corporation and restored its credibility, earning it awards for 

excellence in exhibit design and innovation. In 2003, he returned fulltime to an endowed chair at Georgia 

Tech, and in 2005 Dr. Maple became the President/CEO of the Palm Beach Zoo. Dr. Maple served on 

dozens of governmental and non-governmental committees including a four-year Presidential 

appointment to the board of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), and was recognized as 

the first recipient of AZA’s new award for Career Achievement in Animal Welfare. He retired as CEO of the 

Palm Beach Zoo in 2011 and resumed his affiliation with Florida Atlantic University and finished his 

thirteenth book, “Zoo Animal Welfare” (co-authored with Bonnie Perdue) published by Springer-Verlag in 

2013. Among his active consulting engagements nationwide, Dr. Maple served from 2011 to 2014 as the 

San Francisco Zoo’s first Professor-in-Residence. In his current engagement as Professor-in Residence, Dr. 

Maple is a mentor to keepers, curators, and veterinarians at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens. 

 
About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery and appreciation 

of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. Starting in 1914 with an animal 

collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 

species of plants, boasting the largest botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and 

Gardens is a nonprofit organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation 

initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE Florida. JZG is proud 

to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. For more information, visit 

jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Atlantas-Iconic-Ape-Life-Willie/dp/1638370737/

