
POLLINATOR 
MONITORING

PROJECT
Did you know Florida is home to roughly 325 species of native

wild bees and over 160 species of butterflies! At the Jacksonville
Zoo and Gardens we have been researching which of our plants

are attracting bees and other pollinators. 
 

Which pollinators are visiting the flowering plants in your yard?
What plant is attracting the most pollinators? 

Find out in this investigation!    

See what flowering plants you have available to monitor. The plant must have
flowers currently in bloom. Once you have selected which plants you will
survey, you will go out once or twice a day to collect your data. Pro Tip: You
might be more likely to see pollinators in the morning.
 Data Collection (Repeat these steps every time you monitor):  

Record the date, start time,and describe the current weather conditions. 
You will collect data for one plant at a time, once you have recorded data
for the first plant, move on to the next and repeat the following steps.
Estimate how many flowers are in bloom on the plant. 
Set a timer for 5 minutes and record all pollinator "visits"/"stops" to the
open flowers on the one plant in front of you. Every time a pollinator lands
in/on a flower that counts as one "visit". One individual pollinator may be
counted more then once if they make multiple "visits"/"stops". Pro Tip: If no
one "visits", don't give up! No data is still data. 
When the timer stops, move on to the next plant, and repeat your steps.
Once you have monitored all your plants, record your end time.  

Record data for at least a week, but you can extend your data collection if you
wish!
 Analyze your results: What plant attracted the most pollinators? What
pollinators did you see the most? 
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What you'll need: 
Stopwatch/Timer, Clipboard, Data Collection Sheets, Writing Tools. 



BEE IDENTIFICATION 

HONEY BEE

BUMBLE BEE

CARPENTER
 BEE

BIG, 
FUZZY ABDOMAN

BIG, 

SHINY ABDOMAN

SMALL, 

STRIPPED ABDOMAN



POLLINATOR MONITORING
DATA COLLECTION SHEET

Describe the weather: 

 

Date: Start Time: End Time: 

Plant 
Species:

Estimate of
number of

open flowers:

# of
Honey
Bees:

# of
Bumble

Bees:

# of
Carpenter

Bees:

# of
Other
Bees:

# of
Butterflies

/moths:

# of
other
bugs:

Plant 1:

Plant 2:

Plant 3:

Plant 4:

Plant 5:

Plant 6:

Plant 7:

Plant 8:



What pollinators did you see the most? 
What pollinators did you see the least?

 
Could you identify all the pollinators you observed? 
What other types of bees, butterflies, and other bugs

did you see? Research and find out! 
 

Was there a certain time of day or weather condition
when you saw the most pollinators? 

 
What was the location of your plants? Shade, partial
shade or in the sun? Did this make a difference?  

 
Are there more plants for you to investigate? 

 
 

QUESTIONS TO FURTHER
YOUR INVESTIGATION

Let us know your
results! 

Share it to our
Facebook Page!

https://www.facebook.com/JacksonvilleZooandGardens

