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Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens Holds AZA Accreditation  

for More Than 30 Years. 
 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 14, 2020) — Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is proud to receive 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) accreditation. Since 1987, Jacksonville Zoo and 

Gardens has been an accredited AZA member. 

The accreditation process includes a detailed application and a meticulous on-site inspection by 

a team of trained zoo and aquarium professionals. The inspecting team observes all aspects of 

the organization’s operations, including animal care and welfare; keeper training; visitor, staff 

and animal safety, educational programs; conservation initiatives; veterinary programs; financial 

stability; risk management; and more.   

“AZA accreditation validates Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens’ commitment to the highest level of 

animal care, welfare, and conservation,” said Tony Vecchio, the Zoo’s executive director. “We 

are honored to be one of the few organizations to hold the accreditation for more than 30 years 

while continuing to provide fun, enriching, and memorable experiences for our members and 

guests.” 

AZA accreditation is valid for five years and then the accreditation process is repeated to ensure 

all standards and best practices are being upheld. Accreditation standards are updated every 

year. 

Supporting more than 45 conservation programs around the world, Jacksonville Zoo and 

Gardens actively engages in the conservation of species and ecosystems while inspiring their 

guests to do the same. 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens      

370 Zoo Pkwy 

Jacksonville, FL 32218 



 

About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery and 
appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. Starting in 1914 
with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more than 2,000 rare and exotic 
animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest botanical garden in Northeast 
Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit organization and a portion of every ticket 
sold goes to the over 45 conservation initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around 
the world, and here in NE Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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