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Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens Celebrates  

Plastic Free July EcoChallenge 

 
July 1, 2019-- Jacksonville, FL –  Pledging to reduce single-use plastics across the park, 

the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens (JZG) invites the community to join the month-long 

Plastic Free EcoChallenge being promoted across the U.S. by zoos and aquariums. 

“Sadly, many plastics are not recycled and comprise 73 percent of beach litter, while 

killing one million marine birds and 100,000 marine animals yearly,” said Lucas Meers, 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens Conservation Program Officer. “As plastic consumption 

continues to grow around the world, we are proud to make a reduction here at the Zoo 

— starting with Plastic Free July.” 

Beginning July 1, the Zoo is removing all plastic bags from gift shops indefinitely. The Zoo 

removed single-use plastic straws years ago from restaurants and will now be 

eliminating the use of plastic salad containers and lids on medium-sized cups. During 

the month of July, guests may bring their own reusable cups to receive $1 refills on 

drinks. 

“We are excited to make these changes here at the Zoo and educate our many guests 

about the impacts of plastic pollution,” said Meers. “We invite the Jacksonville 

community to participate with us to make in impact on saving wildlife in our region.”  

Those interested in participating can sign-up online at plasticfree.ecochallenge.org 

and join the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens team. The challenge aims to help 

participants incorporate at least one or two plastic-free habits during the 31-day 

campaign to benefit the environment long-term. 

 

**** 

About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery 

and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. 

Starting in 1914 with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more 
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than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest 

botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit 

organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation 

initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE 

Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 


