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Zoo Anxiously Prepares for Next Step in Baby Gorilla 

Reintroduction with Mother  
 

February 14, 2019 – Jacksonville, FL – Staff at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens are preparing for the 

next part of Gandai’s journey to reunification with her mother and the rest of the Western lowland 

gorilla troop with anticipation and apprehension. After nearly five months of 24-hour care by the 

keepers and countess consults with peers at other zoos, keepers are hoping for the best, but prepared 

for multiple outcomes. 

Aniamal care staff at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens knew that there was always going to be some 

level of risk involved in Kumbuka’s motherhood journey. She had lost two infants at a previous 

institution because of her improper positioning of them. She came to Jacksonville in 2014 to learn 

mothering skills from the experienced females in the troop. Soon after arriving in Jacksonville, keepers 

suspected Kumbuka was hearing impaired which was confirmed with an exam performed by Nemours 

Childrens Specialty Clinic.  

Armed with more information about this genetically valuable female, keeper at Jacksonville Zoo began a 

multi-pronged   
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About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery and 

appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. Starting in 1914 with an 

animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 

1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo 

and Gardens is a nonprofit organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 

conservation initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE 

Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. For more 

information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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