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Jacksonville Zoo Urges Boaters to Slow Down for 

Manatees 

 
July 3, 2019 - Jacksonville, FL –  After two recent boat strike rescues, the Jacksonville Zoo 

and Gardens urges boaters, especially ahead of the Fourth of July holiday, to keep a 

watchful eye out for manatees, slow down during water activities, and always idle 

through posted manatee zones. 

“Summertime is both a busy season for boaters, and sadly, our Manatee Critical Care 

Center,” said Craig Miller, Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens Curator of Mammals and 

leader of the Marine Mammal Response Team. “A record number of 119 Florida 

manatees were killed in 2018 due to boat strikes and this year is shaping up to be an 

even larger number. We are urging boaters to slow down this summer, wear polarized 

sunglasses, and stay in deep water whenever possible to minimize manatee strikes.” 

Though recently downlisted from Endangered to Threatened status, manatees are still 

federally protected and relatively rare. They face constant dangers from boat strikes, 

drowning from entanglement, illness from pollution, and cold stress. The Jacksonville 

Zoo’s Manatee Critical Care Center opened in 2017 and is one of only four such 

facilities. The Zoo’s Marine Mammal Response Team works with the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) to rescue local injured and cold-stunned 

manatees and transport them to the Center, where they are treated, rehabilitated, and 

eventually released back into local waters. 

“Despite our best efforts, some manatees that arrive at our facility because of boat 

strikes are beyond our help,” said Miller. “We want to encourage boaters to ultimately 

be more careful in their boating habits, so we can safely share our waterways with 

these animals forever.” 

The Center is currently caring for BriarRose and Belle, two rescued juvenile females that 

have been at the Zoo growing until they are mature enough to release. Guests can visit 

BriarRose and Belle along the Wild Florida Loop at the Jacksonville Zoo and learn more 

about the work of the Manatee Critical Care Center. The Zoo is offering “buy one, get 

one free” General Admission tickets July 4-7 purchased at the gate and no coupon is 

required. 
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The Zoo encourages anyone that sees an injured marine animal, to call the FWC hotline 

at 1-888-404-3922 or by dial *FWC on a cellular device. 
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About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery 

and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. 

Starting in 1914 with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more 

than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest 

botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit 

organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation 

initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE 

Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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