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JACKSONVILLE ZOO AND GARDENS TO CELEBRATE 

“GROUNDVARK” DAY 2020  

 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (Jan. 30, 2020) — Awesome Aardvark, “First-Coast Friz” will utilize his 

amazing abilities, especially his highly-developed hearing and sense of smell, to glimpse 
the future and forecast the arrival of spring on Sunday, Feb. 2. 

Media and guests are invited to this special event at 10 a.m. in the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Garden’s African Forest near the gorilla exhibit. 

Ten-times bigger and far-superior to groundhogs in nearly every way, aardvarks are one 
of the world’s largest burrowing animal. This mammal native to Africa shares many similar 
habits with woodchucks, but aardvarks simply do them all better. Aardvarks dig faster, 

make deeper burrows, are threatened by more dangerous predators, and in a delightful 
twist of irony, their Afrikaans name even means “earth pig,” which is undeniably better 

than “ground hog.”   

While groundhogs lazily eat the grass and leaves around their burrow entrance, an 

aardvark must roam the African savanna hunting for the ants, termites and small animals 
they consume, all the while avoiding the lions, leopards and hyenas who would gladly 
make a meal out of an inattentive aardvark. 

Friz’s aardvark abilities will be put to the test Sunday as he thoroughly scans his 
environment and renders his precise prognostication of spring. Before his retreat back to 

his burrow, he will meet and greet his fans and bask in the glory of Groundvark Day. 

Media and guests are invited to this special event at 10 a.m. in the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Garden’s African Forest near the gorilla exhibit. 

 

About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 
For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery 
and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. 
Starting in 1914 with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more 

than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest 
botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit 

organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation initiatives 
Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE Florida. JZG 

is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. For 
more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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