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Four Critically Endangered Black and White Ruffed 

Lemurs Born at the Zoo 

 
May 29, 2019-- Jacksonville, FL – Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens (JZG) is excited to 

continue the baby boom and announce the birth of FOUR black and white ruffed 

lemurs. The little ones were born in the early hours of Sunday, May 19.  

This is the third litter for the parents, Hawk and Potter. Their first litter was born at the 

Jacksonville Zoo in 2015. Keepers were anticipating the birth and have worked with 

Hawk to allow voluntary sonograms and weight checks. 

All four infants are male, a fact that keepers like as this potentially allows the group to 

stay longer at the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens. Female lemur offspring become 

incompatible with mom around two-years-old.  

Hawk has proven herself again to be a calm and capable mother with excellent 

instincts. Black and white ruffed lemur mothers do not carry their offspring around. 

Instead, they build a nest and leave the litter there, returning to nurse. The family will be 

bonding behind-the-scenes for the immediate future while the infants grow.  

Four is a lot infants for any mother, and keepers are encouraging Hawk to eat and drink 

as much as possible and are supplementing her diet with foods items that support 

lactation. All of the little guys are nursing well and, because Hawk has such a calm 

disposition and trust in her keepers, she is allowing care staff to obtain regular weights to 

confirm their development. 

Two of Hawk’s and Potter’s older offspring, a male named Pippen and a female named 

Frodo, are still at the Zoo and can be seen in a different group, often mixed with other 

lemur species, in the beautiful African Forest exhibit.  

Like all lemurs, black and white ruffed lemurs are native only to the island country of 

Madagascar. They are critically endangered in the wild due to habitat loss from 

deforestation. Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a part of the Species Survival Plan (SSP), 

which helps manage the population in AZA accredited facilities.  
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“We love seeing animal babies and the joy they bring our guests,” said Zoo Executive 

Director Tony Vecchio, “but seeing four babies, who are so important to their species, in 

our new African Forest exhibit is a great feeling for everyone at the Zoo.” 

 

**** 

About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 

For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery 

and appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. 

Starting in 1914 with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more 

than 2,000 rare and exotic animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest 

botanical garden in Northeast Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit 

organization and a portion of every ticket sold goes to the over 45 conservation 

initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around the world, and here in NE 

Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 

 

 

 


