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JACKSONVILLE ZOO AND GARDENS DEBUTS 
FOUR OTTER PUPS 

 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (April 21, 2020) — Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens welcomed the birth of 
two male and two female Asian small-clawed otter pups. This is the second birth for the species 
at the Zoo and parents Carlisle and Harley. 

Four pups were born on December 28, 2019. Animal care staff kept the family behind the scenes 
as a precaution when the newborns were small and helpless. Typically, Asian small-clawed otters 
remain in their den for several weeks sleeping and nursing, and do not open their eyes until they 
are more than a month old, when the pups begin to explore their surroundings. 

The quartet now weigh more than a pound each at twelve weeks. Along with their one-year-old 
sister Scotter, the family’s acclimating to their large outdoor space in Land of the Tiger where they 
live with the babirusas (wild pigs with elaborate curved tusks).  

Asian small-clawed otters are found in southeast Asia where they are considered vulnerable by 
the IUCN due to habitat destruction, pollution of waterways, and poaching. They are the smallest 
of the 13 otter species, with adults weighing between two and eleven pounds. Though more 
terrestrial than the other otter species, they are still agile and accomplished swimmers. 

“We’re fortunate to work in an environment that places great emphasis not only on education 
about wildlife, but also on the conservation of vital ecosystems,” said Executive Director Tony 
Vecchio. “Helping our guests understand the threats these animals face and the potential benefits 
the species bring to aquatic habitats will help inspire action.” 

Guests are invited to see the otter family on live web cam on YouTube during Jacksonville Zoo 
and Gardens’ closure due to COVID-19 mandates.  Fans can follow updates from inside the Zoo 
and Gardens through its social media channels where the organization is 
#BringingTheZooToYou. For those who would like to support the care of over 2,000 animals 
during this uncertain period, they can donate to the nonprofit at JacksonvilleZoo.org/donate. 

 

Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens      

370 Zoo Pkwy 

Jacksonville, FL 32218 

https://youtu.be/fx6XeiyO4fU


About Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens 
For over 100 years, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens has aimed to inspire the discovery and 
appreciation of wildlife through innovative experiences in a caring environment. Starting in 1914 
with an animal collection of one red deer fawn, the Zoo now has more than 2,000 rare and exotic 
animals and 1,000 species of plants, boasting the largest botanical garden in Northeast 
Florida. The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is a nonprofit organization and a portion of every ticket 
sold goes to the over 45 conservation initiatives Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens supports around 
the world, and here in NE Florida. JZG is proud to be an accredited member of the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums. For more information, visit jacksonvillezoo.org. 
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