
Divide the clay into ten pieces and work with the
pieces until they are soft and pliable. Set each piece
on a separate paper plate. 
Number the paper plates from 1 to 10. Write the
number on the top of the paper plate next to the clay. 
Press each of the everyday objects firmly into a piece
of clay and then remove the objects. You should have
a clear imprint of each object on one of the pieces of
clay. 
Ask family members or friends to guess which object
made each imprint, with out showing them the
objects first. Record their answers on a separate
sheet of paper.
Evaluate how successful your family members and
friends were in recognizing the familiar everyday
objects. Which did they most easily identify? Which
objects did they misidentify and why?
Try the same experiment a second time. You could
use the existing clay fossils with different people or
find new objects to make imprints of! 
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FAKING
FOSSILS

ACTIVITY 1: 20TH CENTURY FOSSILS

Scientists use fossils to piece together stories of how ancient
plants and animals lived. On these pages you will find

instructions for your own fossil investigations!  

What you'll need: 
Ten everyday small, hard objects with distinctive shapes (for example: paper clip, sea

shell, key, spoon), modeling clay, ten paper plates, something to write with. 



ACTIVITY 2: THIS IS PETRIFYING!

Combine the glue and the water in the bottom of a shallow pan to a depth of
about 1/2 in. or 1.25 cm. 
Place the paper towel and its roll in the mixture. Be sure to coat all of the
surface.
Stand the roll on its end and let it dry- this may take a few minutes. Keep the
pan covered while the roll dries so the glue/water mixture doesn't dry out. 
When the roll and towel are dry, roll it in the glue/ water mixture again.
Repeat the process a total of four times. 
Wait a week. While you wait, make a list of the qualities of a normal paper
towel- for example: the color, weight, ability to absorb, and texture. Try to
predict how the paper towel will have changed after the glue and water
mixture has soaked into it and dried completely. 
After a week, examine the paper towel and roll. What has changed? Compare
the towel's qualities now with the ones you recorded earlier. In what specific
ways is it different now?
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What you'll need: 
4 oz (120 ml) white glue, water, the last paper towel attached to its cardboard roll 

(Do not waste a full roll), a shallow pan that is longer than the paper towel roll. 

Real World Fossil Connection: 
The glue and water solution seeped into the air pockets of the absorbent paper

towel and cardboard roll. In doings so, it changed the physical composition of the
towel, making it harder! A similar process took place in many fossils long ago.
Minerals such as silica would seep into the pores of plants and animals, which

would then allow them to retain their shape through time! 


